Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #20
                 *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

Barbara Lauver; Diane & Leon Shaffer; Gerry Wiest; Ellie Baker, (daughter of Ken & Judy Baker, Jane Baker’s granddaughter); Neva Cichy; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Arletta Thomas; Gary Fetterhoff; Sue Maichle; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder, (Leon/Diane Shaffer’s granddaughter); Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Aaron Herb; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sophia, Ben & Sarah Heinbaugh; Carole Fetterhoff, Randy Pomeroy; Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Ellen Snyder; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer; Kelly Malave; Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Sue Miller; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Earl Zartman; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Betty Sweigard; Justin Hoffman
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
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                                  MAY 22, 2022
     Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Richard Malone - Guest Speaker 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

   Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
 Valleys new email!  valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Richard Malone, Guest Speaker
Norine Goss, Liturgist

Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
May 22, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.  (*Please stand as you are able)
   Prelude    
Announcements, Call to Worship                         Ed Dobbin                                  
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                                    
L:  Come, let every tongue proclaim the glory of Christ, our Lord and Savior!
P:  People in every corner of the world must hear the Good News of Christ.
      L:  For unless they hear, how will they know the joy of the Lord?
P:  We are each called by the Lord to share the Gospel we have been given.
L:  Then let us share the Good News this day in our songs and praise!
 ALL:  Blessed be the name of the Lord!
 
*Hymn -           “We Are God’s People”                     Page 283
*Invocation                                                             Liturgist                      
O Lord, You have called upon each one of us to carry the Gospel of Christ wherever we go with all we meet. Give us the courage to share it freely and the wisdom to share the Gospel effectively. In Christ we pray. Amen.
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
N. Test.: Acts 16:9-15          (See Insert)                        Carol Knight  
Psalm 67:1-2, 4-7  (Responsively)     (See Insert)          Liturgist
N. Test.:  Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5  (See Insert)          Ed Dobbin 
Hymn -                   “Living for Jesus”                         Page 372
Scripture: *Gospel: John 5:1-9          (See Insert)          Liturgist      

Message:         “Right Time, Right Place”        Richard Malone
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)       Liturgist
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn -           “I Love to Tell the Story”               Page 297
*Benediction                                                       Liturgist
Go now to follow the way of Jesus: see others as he did; dare to give freely as he did; and to love unconditionally as he did. Go, embraced by the Source of life, love and hope; in the company of the Word of life; encouraged by the Breath of life, spread Jesus’ story. Amen.
                                               
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”            Liturgist
Response: “And also with you.”                               Congregation

“Go now in peace.”                                                  Liturgist


Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today May 22nd the Sixth Sunday of Easter! Masks are not required but are encouraged if anyone feels vulnerable. Social distancing is not required but please do so if you feel more comfortable. Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you. 
Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
WE WELCOME AND THANK Richard Malone, of the Gideons Ministry, for worshipping with us and being our Guest Speaker today May 22nd! 
OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God by Bonita Heddings in loving memory of her husband Mark.
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 
          
May 22 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -

               Richard Malone of Gideons Ministry, Speaker
May 29 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online - Rev. Kristine Heckard, Guest Pastor
LIFELINE BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN are to be returned by next Sunday May 22nd.  Don’t forget to return your baby bottles!
LAY READERS: May 22 - Carol Knight, Ken Bechtel; May 29 - Norine Goss, Ed Dobbin. If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: May 22 - Ed Dobbin; May 29 - Marie Herb. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 
Attendance: 
In-person worship for May 15 was 33. 

Face book views for May 15 as of May 18 were 40.
Face Book views for May 8 as of May 18 were 36.
SEARCH COMMITTEE: We are looking for people to be on the Search Committee for a new pastor. Please prayfully consider being part of the search committee. Contact Dave Novinger if you are interested on being on the search committee or have questions. 

MISSION OFFERING donations (May thru August) go to “Back to School Project” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

ZUMBA will meet on Monday May 23rd 6:00-7:00PM. No Zumba May 30 (Memorial Day). They will not meet again until September.

1st SCRIPTURE READING - N. T. - Acts 16:9-15 (NLT)
9 During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia
Standing and begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. 11 From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, and the next day we went on to Neapolis. 12 From there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that district of Macedonia. And we stayed there several days. 13 On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. 14 One of those listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth. She was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. 15 When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. “If you consider me a believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us.
2nd Reading - Psalm 67:1-2, 4-7 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 May God be gracious to us and bless us
    and make his face shine on us—
2 so that your ways may be known on earth,
    your salvation among all nations.
4 May the nations be glad and sing for joy,
    for you rule the peoples with equity
    and guide the nations of the earth.
5 May the peoples praise you, God;
    may all the peoples praise you.
6 The land yields its harvest; God, our God, blesses us.
7 May God bless us still, so that all the ends of the earth will         fear him.
3rd Reading - N. Test. Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5  (NLT)
10 So he took me in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and he showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God.  22 Then the angel showed me a river with the water of life, clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb.   2 It flowed down the center of the main street. On   
3rd Reading - N. Test. Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 (NLT) (Continued)
each side of the river grew a tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, with a fresh crop each month. The leaves were used for medicine to heal the nations. 3 No longer will there be a curse upon anything. For the throne of God and of the Lamb will be there, and his servants will worship him. 4 And they will see his face, and his name will be written on their foreheads. 5 And there will be no night there—no need for lamps or sun—for the Lord God will shine on them. And they will reign forever and ever.
*4th Reading - Gospel - John 5:1-9 (NLT )                                           
5 Afterward Jesus returned to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish holy days. 2 Inside the city, near the Sheep Gate, was the pool of Bethesda, with five covered porches. 3 Crowds of sick people—blind, lame, or paralyzed—lay on the porches. 5 One of the men lying there had been sick for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him and knew he had been ill for a long time, he asked him, “Would you like to get well?” 7 “I can’t, sir,” the sick man said, “for I have no one to put me into the pool when the water bubbles up. Someone else always gets there ahead of me.” 8 Jesus told him, “Stand up, pick up your mat, and walk!” 9 Instantly, the man was healed! He rolled up his sleeping mat and began walking! But this miracle happened on the Sabbath…
Reader: “The Word of God for the people of God.”
People: “Praise be to God!”
Please note: Sunday’s Speaker Mr. Malone will reference Isaiah 55:11

11 It is the same with my word. I send it out, and it always produces fruit. It will accomplish all I want it to, and it will prosper every- where I send it.
_____________________________________________________
GIRL SCOUTS: Trp. 10728 meets 2nd & 4th Sun. 5:30-7PM; Trp.11300 meets 1 & 3 Mon.; Trp. 10740 meets 2nd & 4th Tues. 5:45-8PM; Trp. 11301 meets 2nd Thurs. 6-7:30PM; Trp. 11570 meets every other Friday 6-7:30PM. G. S. Leaders meet 1st Mon. of the month.

1st Hymn: “We Are God’s People” (Page 283 in red hymnal)

Bryan Jeffery Leech | Fred Bock | Johannes Brahms

© Copyright 1976 by Fred Bock Music Co. All rights reserved. Used by Permission

CCLI Song # 13058  CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  We are God's people the chosen of the Lord
Born of His Spirit established by His Word
Our cornerstone is Christ alone
And strong in Him we stand
O let us live transparently
And walk heart to heart and hand in hand
Verse 2   We are God’s loved ones, the Bride of Christ our Lord
For we have known it, the love of god out-poured

Now let us learn how to return The gift of love once given

O let us share each joy and care, and live with a zeal that 

      pleases Heaven.

Verse 3    We are the Body of which the Lord is Head

Called to obey Him, now risen from the dead

He wills us be a family Diverse yet truly one

O let us give our gifts to God, 
And so shall His work on earth be done.
Verse 4    We are a temple the Spirit's dwelling place
Formed in great weakness a cup to hold God's grace
We die alone for on its own
Each ember loses fire
Yet joined in one the flame burns on
To give warmth and light and to inspire

Link for hymn: “We Are God’s People”  
       https://youtu.be/zZd6ypvfmrk?t=3 

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

SUPPLY PASTORS FOR MAY:
   Sunday May 22nd:  Richard Malone

   Sunday May 29th:   Rev. Kristine Heckard

We are working on speakers for June.
Hymn History:  “I Love to Tell the Story”  (Pg. 297)
​    Arabella Katherine Hankey (1834-1911) loved to tell others of her Savior. She was born in 1834 into a devout, wealthy English family, but her desire and joy was to see the poor and downhearted come to Christ. Early in life she started conducting Bible studies all over the city of London. Later she traveled to South Africa to serve as a nurse and to assist her invalid brother. 

    When she was thirty she got very sick and was told that she had to take some time off from her Bible studies and rest. For a year, she rested but did not lay dormant. It was during this time that she took her pen and wrote a very long poem about Jesus Christ, which had two sections, the first was published in January 1866 entitled The Story Wanted, the second published in November 1866 titled The Story Told. It was out of the second half of her poem where we find the words to our hymn, "I Love to Tell the Story."
      The text of the refrain was written by a Philadelphia music composer William G. Fisher (1832-1912), in 1869. (Hankey wrote her own tunes for the text but others found little use for them.)

      The personal, intimate language comes through in such phrases, as “it [the story] satisfies my longings as nothing else can do” and “it did so much for me, and that is just the reason I tell it now to thee”, (stanza in the original hymn she wrote but not included in our Red hymnal, although it is in our Blue Covenant hymnal). Hankey is passionate about this story and how it has changed her life. In the refrain the word “love” takes on double meaning--both about the state of the singer and the message of Jesus: “I love to tell the story . . . of Jesus and his love.”

     After recovering from her illness, Kate resumed her teaching ministry with factory girls. Toward the end of her life, she began a prison ministry. Her life bore testimony to the fact that she loved both to hear and tell the old, old, story of Jesus and his love.
2nd Hymn: “Living for Jesus” (LIVING)  (Pg. 372
C. Harold Lowden | Thomas Obediah Chisholm Public Domain 
CCLI Song # 20687 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1   Living for Jesus a life that is true
Striving to please Him in all that I do
Yielding allegiance glad-hearted and free
This is the pathway of blessing for me      Chorus
Chorus   O Jesus Lord and Savior
I give myself to Thee
For Thou in Thy atonement
Didst give Thyself for me
I own no other master
My heart shall be Thy throne
My life I give henceforth to live
O Christ for Thee alone
Verse 2   Living for Jesus who died in my place
Bearing on Calvary my sin and disgrace
Such love constrains me to answer His call
Follow His leading and give Him my all     Chorus
Verse 3   Living for Jesus wherever I am
Doing each duty in His holy name
Willing to suffer affliction or loss
Deeming each trial a part of my cross          Chorus
Verse 4    Living for Jesus through earth's little while
My dearest treasure the light of His smile
Seeking the lost ones He died to redeem
Bringing the weary to find rest in Him        Chorus
Link to Hymn “Living for Jesus”  (Pg. 372)

https://youtu.be/zLZjt-WXLq4?t=1 
https://youtu.be/zv39vuLIFVI?t=31 
3rd Hymn: “I Love to Tell the Story” (Pg. 297) 
 Arabella Katherine Hankey | William Gustavus Fischer  Public Domain

CCLI Song # 29413 CLI License # 2572107

Verse 1  I love to tell the story
Of unseen things above
Of Jesus and His glory
Of Jesus and His love
I love to tell the story
Because I know 'tis true
It satisfies my longings
As nothing else can do                Chorus
Chorus    I love to tell the story
'Twill be my theme in glory
To tell the old old story
Of Jesus and His love
Verse 2   I love to tell the story
'Tis pleasant to repeat
What seems each time I tell it
More wonderfully sweet
I love to tell the story
For some have never heard
The message of salvation
From God's own holy Word         Chorus
Chorus    I love to tell the story
For those who know it best
Seem hungering and thirsting
To hear it like the rest
And when in scenes of glory
I sing the new new song
'Twill be the old old story
That I have loved so long              Chorus
Links to hymn:  “I Love to Tell the Story” (Page 297)
https://youtu.be/onJLwQS8dR0?t=3 
History of Hymn: “We Are God’s People” (Pg. 283)

          Bryan Jeffery Leech, (1931-2015) was born in Middlesex, England, on May 14, 1931, and spent more than half of his life in the United States, coming to the States in 1955 after serving in the Royal Army and studying at London Bible College. He continued his education at Barrington College and later North Park Seminary. He was ordained to the ministry in 1961 and served Covenant congregations in Boston, Montclair, New Jersey, San Francisco, Santa Barbara, and Oakland, California. In addition to his pastoral duties, Leech was a member of the commission that prepared The Covenant Hymnal (1973) and was assistant editor for Hymns for the Family of God (1976). Leech did not begin writing hymns until his mid-thirties, and he went on to compose more than five hundred hymns, songs, anthems, and cantatas.  Anyone who has sung from a Covenant Hymnal in the last 40 years quite likely sang songs written by Covenant minister Bryan Jeffery Leech. Leech wrote hymns that included “Come, Share the Lord,” “Let Your Heart Be Broken,” “Kind and Merciful God,” “Your Cause Be Mine,” “We Are God’s People,” and “Lord, When We Praise You with Glorious Music.” 

        On July 4, 1975 Leech sat down at his typewriter and wrote all 4 verses wrote of what became “We Are God’s People”. 

      The opening stanza is built on the imagery in 1 Peter 2:9, that the community of faith is built on the foundation of Christ ("our cornerstone is Christ alone"), and that God's call and election are declared to a race, a people, a collegium of priests (Bartlett and Taylor, 2010, 462). The second stanza continues to build on the 1 Peter imagery. Boston College theologian Pheme Perkins writes that through God's mercy and election, God's gift is open to all (Perkins, 2012, 44). Stanza three highlights the church's character of being "the body." Theologian Miguel A. De La Torre writes that the fundamental message of Ephesians 1:22-23 is that of paradox, that the tragedy of the cross, its symbol of failure and shame, is transformed to glory and power through the church's solidarity with Christ (Bartlett and Taylor, 2010, 512).  The final stanza affirms the primary message of 1 Corinthians 3:16, that the church is more than community and serves as God's temple in human form, the place where God's Spirit dwells (Hays, 2011, 56).
        Leech died on June 30, 2015, in California.  
History of Hymns: "Living for Jesus" (Pg. 372)
    Hymn “Living for Jesus” (pledges full commitment to Christ) was written by Thomas Obadiah Chisholm (1866-1960). He was born in a small Kentucky town, although he lacked formal education, he became a teacher at age 16 and associate editor of his hometown weekly newspaper, the Franklin Advocate, at age 21.
    In 1893 Chisholm became a Christian through the ministry of Henry Clay Morrison, the founder of Asbury College and Seminary, Wilmore, Ky. Morrison persuaded Chisholm to move to Louisville where he became editor of the Pentecostal Herald. Though he was ordained a Methodist minister in 1903, he served only a single, brief appointment at Scottsville, Ky., due to ill health. Chisholm relocated his family to Winona Lake, Ind., to recover, and then in 1916 to Vineland, N.J., where he sold insurance. By the time of his retirement he had written over 1,200 poems, 800 of which were published in a number of periodicals such as The Sunday School Times, Moody Monthly and Alliance Weekly. Many of these were set to music.

      The late hymnologist William J. Reynolds noted that this gospel song started with the tune “Sunshine Song”: “C. Harold Lowden [1883-1963] composed the tune about 1915, and it was first published under the title ‘Sunshine Song’ in a Children’s Day Service that he wrote. Early in 1917, while preparing a collection of hymns for publication, he came across this song and was impressed that the tune needed a stronger text. He substituted ‘Living for Jesus’ for the original title and sent the tune to Thomas O. Chisholm, then living at Winona Lake, Indiana for a new text.” Even though Chisholm protested that he had never written a text for a pre-existing tune, Lowden insisted, telling the author that he “believed God had led me to select him” to provide a text for this music. Within a short time, Chisholm returned the tune with four stanzas and a refrain.

       As in most gospel songs, the theme may be found in the refrain. The refrain stresses personal commitment to Jesus Christ because of what he did for us through his atonement. This commitment is total as the singer “own[s] no other master” than Christ, who sits on the “throne” of our heart. The stanzas provide further insight as to the nature of this commitment. In stanza one, we “strive . . . to please him in all that [we] do” and offer “allegiance, glad-hearted and free.”

      This is a call to sincerity and loyalty to Christ, a call to willing and joyful obedience to Him. 

History of Hymns: "Living for Jesus" (Pg. 372) (Continued)

      With the Apostle Paul, believers should desire “that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body” (2 Corinthians 4:10), and, “the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me” Galatians 2:20). The goal of each of us should be “that [we] may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God” (Colossians 1:10).
      Chisholm once stated his purpose for writing songs: “I have sought to be true to the Word, and to avoid flippant and catchy titles and treatment. I have greatly desired that each hymn or people might have some definite message to the hearts for whom it was written.”
       The refrain puts special emphasis on the fact that we determine to do this as our response to all that Christ has done for us. It’s a motivation brought out by the word “therefore,” in Romans 12:1. “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God [because of all He has done for you], that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.” We are, in fact, forced and compelled by love (CH-2, 2 Corinthians 5:14)-our love responding to His love for us (Romans 5:8; 1John 4:19).

      We know that there will be trials, and burdens to bear, in our service for Christ (CH-3). In identifying ourselves with Him, and His ultimate sacrifice, we are taking up our cross (Luke 9:23). But we continue “doing each duty in His holy name. “Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the  Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him” (Colossians 3:17).

      CH-4 emphasizes the shortness of time, before Christ returns. We need to be doing what we can to win the lost to Christ, and to encourage the saints. The Lord Jesus came to seek and save lost sinners (Luke 19:10; 1Timothy 1:15), and we ought to share the good news of salvation in Him. Thomas Chisholm says his “dearest treasure” is “the light of His smile.” When we stand before Him, hearing the Lord’s “Well done, good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:21), will be reward enough.

    What gifts and opportunities has the Lord given you that you can use in His service?

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org

Weekly Devotional #20         May 22, 2022             “Right Time, Right Place”

                             Sixth Sunday of Easter

   Richard Malone, of the Gideons Ministry, is Guest Speaker at Valleys this Sunday May 22nd. He will reference Isaiah 55:11. This Meditation is by Marie Herb. Scripture References: Acts 16:9-15; Psalm 67; Revelation 21:10; 22-22:5; John 5:1-9. We pray this devotion will bring you closer to God.
    Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:                                   

L:  Come, let every tongue proclaim the glory of Christ, our Lord and Savior!
P:  People in every corner of the world must hear the Good News of Christ.
L:  For unless they hear, how will they know the joy of the Lord?
P:  We are each called by the Lord to share the Gospel we have been given.
L:  Then let us share the Good News this day in our songs and praise!
ALL:   Blessed be the name of the Lord!
Invocation:

O Lord, You have called upon each one of us to carry the Gospel of Christ wherever we go with all we meet. Give us the courage to share it freely and the wisdom to share the Gospel effectively. In Christ we pray. Amen.

Readings: *indicates sermon text

New Testament: Acts 16:9-15

Responsive: Psalm 67:1-2, 4-7

New Testament: Revelation 21:10; 22-22:5

*Gospel: John 13:31-35

Meditation:  Right Time, Right Place”

Have you ever experienced something for which you knew you were in the "right time, right place?"  It could be for something trivial or quite important, but you felt you played a part in a bigger plan to bless someone, whether friend or stranger.  I had an experience several years ago that put me in a "right time, right place" moment. I was traveling home one night after a church council meeting. It was almost dark when approaching a red-light, I noticed a very small person waiting to cross the street. At first, I thought perhaps it was a little person, not a child, but when she skipped across the street I had no doubt it was a very young child. I immediately pulled over, got out of my car and asked the girl, "Where is Mommy or Daddy? It's not a good idea for you to walk alone at night. I can call someone who can help (police)." She instantly said, "I'm gonna go home" and started going in the direction she came from. By this point, I was already speaking with a police officer and he said, "You need her to stay where she is," so I called out to the girl, "The police officer said you need to stop!" Amazingly, she stopped and stayed where she was; visibly distraught, feeling she was in trouble in one way, either with the police officer, or Mom & Dad. As the officer arrived, I gently calmed her fears, telling her that the officer was only going to help and that we want her to be safe. We noticed a woman come running toward us; the officer asked the little girl if she knew who the woman was and she replied it was her Mommy. After a stern warning from the officer to the mother, the child was reminded that she can't go to the park by herself. Somewhat prophetically, a similar situation happened a year later to my own granddaughter while visiting her Mom, and I am thankful to God that he intervened with a woman who cared enough to help. Words cannot express how grateful we all felt that the woman was in the "right time, right place" and how the Holy Spirit impressed upon her to respond in help. 

Paul, guided by the Holy Spirit, acted in accordance to what God was revealing through a vision and immediately set out toward Macedonia to preach the gospel of Jesus there. It is important to be receptive to hear and obey the Holy Spirit. Our plan needs to align to God's plan, not the other way around. Paul's obedience opened the gospel to a marginalized population: women. In our country and this time, women have equal rights to men and are not thought of as second class citizens, but at that time they were not valued in the same way. Yet here we meet Lydia, who has some measure of independence. We learn she is a dealer in purple cloth. Only wealthy people could afford purple cloth for their clothing and other cloth needs. After Paul's teaching, Lydia is baptized and not only herself - her entire household - is baptized. What's more, Lydia invites, no - insists, Paul and friends come to stay at her house. As a new believer, she is putting her faith into action, by using her means and gift of hospitality to assist Paul and his fellow workman in Christ to continue to preach the saving grace of Jesus to the people in that area. It's amazing how quickly we see the Holy Spirit guiding Lydia in God's plan to take the gospel everywhere, and more importantly, her obedience to God's leading. God's word will not return to Him empty, but will accomplish and achieve the purpose which He sent forth.

In John 5, you could say that the lame man healed at the pool was also in the "right time, right place." Jesus goes to the pool called Bethesda. It is an area where many disabled people (we're told the blind, the lame, and the paralyzed) could be found. The reason they went there is that they believed a legend that an angel comes to stir up the water and the first person to get into the water after it had been stirred is healed of their infirmity. It is a competition for the possibility of a physical restoration that seems impossible. We learn of a man who has been an invalid for 38 years, and he is there at the pool, hoping for a chance to be healed. The span of 38 years must feel infinitely long when trapped, with little hope for change, but this day would be good beyond his expectations. We don't know how long he had been at the pool, but when he is talking with Jesus it doesn't sound as though he has only attempted to get into the pool a few times. Jesus sees the man lying there and knows he has been this way for a long time. And then Jesus asks an unusual question, "Do you want to get well?" It almost is stating the obvious, after all, why would he be there if he didn't want to get well, but Jesus is asking a deeper question than we see on the surface.        

Jesus' question goes beyond the physical state of the man to his mindset, one of which the man feels self-pity and relies on the pity of others. Our thoughts, whether positive or negative have a powerful connection to our overall health. The man's response to Jesus' question reveals this as he says, "I have no one to help me get into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me." In essence, the man is saying, "Come on, Jesus pity me!"  While reading these scriptures, I was reminded of something I saw several years ago on the TV show 'America's Funniest Home Videos'. A toddler had experienced either an extreme disappointment or a minor boo-boo.  He lay on the floor crying piteously, that is, until the person watching with the camera would move out of sight. The toddler would notice that he no longer had a captive audience and immediately stopped crying, got up, and looked to find the parent, and once he saw his parent, would fall to the ground crying again as though deeply hurt. This pattern repeated several times; each time the parent moved out of sight, the crying stopped, but would begin again when he noticed his parent watching. Almost as though the toddler was saying, "I need you to pity me!" We all long to know that someone deeply cares for us. How often do we do this too?  We seek Jesus' pity, rather than the healing He offers, not just to our bodies, but to our emotions and our soul - the whole of our being. Pay particular attention to how Jesus responds to the man's answer. Jesus does not say, "That's so rough, I feel so bad for what you're going through." The fact is, Jesus does fully understand and feel the emotions and pain we experience during difficult times (no matter how long they last) - He's experiencing them with us - but He doesn't want us to be complacent about remaining in a spot He never intended for us. Egypt wasn't comfortable for the Israelites, but when encountering the unknown in the desert, they started longing for the past pain of slavery, rather than push on and believe in God's plan and destiny for them. 

Jesus does not give the man a pity party, rather firmly tells the man, "Get up! Pick up your mat and walk." The man was immediately cured and began to walk. Now this happened on the Sabbath and it angered the priests who could not understand the concept of Jesus showing mercy rather than strict observance to the law. The priests failed to recognize the significance of what Jesus did. Instead they accosted the man who was healed, asking him why he was carrying his mat on the Sabbath, when only moments before he couldn't walk at all! They completely ignored the miracle, focusing in on a technicality. This was not the only time that Jesus healed someone of an affliction on the Sabbath day. In previous encounters with the priests, who questioned Jesus if it was lawful to heal on the Sabbath, Jesus told them it was lawful to do good on the Sabbath day. If we could ask each person who was healed by Jesus whether they thought what He had done for them was good, we would hear a resounding, "Yes, Praise be to God!!!"  Jesus identified Himself in other passages of scripture as Lord of the Sabbath. The Sabbath day was given to people as a day of rest and time for holiness to worship God. You might remember from the creation story that on the seventh day, God rested from His work in creating everything. This was not because God needed the rest, but to give us an example to follow, knowing that His children would be prone to overwork and that rest would give them time to draw near to Him. Jesus told us that He doesn't do anything of Himself, but rather what He is led to do by our Heavenly Father. He wants us to understand our reliance and obedience to the leading of the Holy Spirit, putting us in a place to be a part of God's redemptive, healing plan. I believe Jesus healed more than just the man's physical ailment that day by the pool. Jesus heals our body, mind, soul and spirit. Our faith in Jesus turns what is impossible to reality. 

In the book of Revelation in chapters 21 and 22, John reveals a time when he is carried away by the Holy Spirit to see the New Jerusalem. He does not see a temple because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple. There is no longer need for the sun because the glory of God gives light; Jesus shines this light as a lamp. This is a place for everyone whose name is written in the Lamb's book of life. It tells of the river of life that flows from the throne of God and of the Lamb, and how the tree of life is on each side of the river, bearing crops of fruit each month, and that the leaves of the tree are for the healing of nations. Jesus desires to heal not only individuals but entire nations from unrest, impurity, and the destruction that we have seen in the past and our current time. One day, we all will be in that "right time, right place" where God lives among His children for eternity. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)  

Precious Heavenly Father, we praise You for giving us the Word, and sending it into our hearts and out into the world through us and with us. We thank You for the guidance of the Holy Spirit, recognizing that as we rely on You, planting seeds of faith among peoples of all walks and lands, Your word will return an abundant harvest of redeemed people.  Lord, we lift up all those who are suffering and longing for Your healing touch. We pray for people who are far away from You, guide us to them and help us to show them Your love. Father, we pray for unrest to turn to peace, divisions to turn to unity, and for Your mercy to make all peoples be glad and sing together in joyful praise. May the people praise You, O God, may all people praise You. Father we ask that You be gracious to us and bless us and make Your face shine upon us, that Your ways may be known throughout the earth, Your salvation among all nations.     Amen.

[The Lord’s Prayer]…. Amen.

Benediction:  

Go now to follow the way of Jesus: see others as he did; dare to give freely as he did; and to love unconditionally as he did. Go, embraced by the Source of life, love and hope; in the company of the Word of life; encouraged by the Breath of life, spread Jesus’ story. Amen.
